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West Virginia Center for the Book Announces the Letters About Literature Awards
Robert Tinnell, author, motion picture screenwriter, director and producer speaks to audience
Charleston, W.Va.--Each spring, West Virginia Center for the Book has the opportunity to honor students throughout the state whose Letters About Literature offer adults insight into the world as children see it.  Approximately 70,000 young readers across the country participated in this year’s Letters About Literature competition, a reading promotion program of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, presented in partnership with Target. Overall, 582 West Virginia youth competed for prizes this year.  
Molly Lovern a eighth grade student from Bluefield, has taken Top Honors in Level II competition for children in grades 7 through 8. Lovern’s letter to Jean-Dominique Bauby, author of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, advanced for national competition. “Since I read The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, I’ve no longer feared standing up to challenges, I’ve no longer cowered in the façade of seemingly insurmountable hurdles, I’ve no longer doubted that there is always a bigger picture and a positive spin on every situation,” wrote 13 year-old Lovern. “Your maintained passion through the battle for your life confirmed my faith of kindness and goodness in the human race.” 
The state finalist for competition level I (grades 4 through 6) was Cara Laswell of Fairmont for her letter to Jerry Spinelli about Stargirl. The state finalist for Level III (grades 9 through 12) was Tracy Patton of Charleston, who wrote to William Shakespeare about Romeo and Juliet.
In West Virginia, 229 children in grades 4 through 6 competed in Level I this year, but only 25 were selected as finalists. In Level II, grades 7 through 8, 207 children competed with 37 selected as finalists. Twenty of 146 competitors from grades 9 through 12 were selected as finalists in Level III. Mary Francis Williams, a teacher at John Adams Middle School, added her own letter when submitting student entries. “Some of the students wrote about selections we have read in class while others chose books near and dear to their hearts from childhood or a rough time in their lives,” penned Williams.  “I absolutely love this assignment—it reinforces that reading is an escape, is educational, and is a place where students often find someone with whom to identify.”
State funders include the West Virginia Center for the Book hosted by the West Virginia Library Commission in partnership with the West Virginia Humanities Council.
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To enter, young readers write a personal letter to an author explaining how his or her work changed their view of the world or themselves. Readers can select authors from any genre—fiction or nonfiction, contemporary or classic. The program has three competition levels: upper elementary, middle school, and secondary. The contest theme encourages young readers to explore his or her personal response to a book then express that response in a creative, original way. 

At an awards ceremony held April 20, 2010, in the Culture Center in Charleston, awardees received a certificate, a personalized bookmark, a commemorative pen, keychain, and an anthology containing the letters awarded top honors, honors, and honorable mention. 
Guest speakers included First Lady Gayle Manchin, and notable West Virginia author, motion picture screenwriter, director and producer, Robert Tinnell. J.D. Waggoner, Secretary of the West Virginia Library Commission, delivered the opening remarks and assisted the guest speakers in presenting the student awards. Top honors and honors awardees in each division received a cash award of $100 or $50, compliments of the West Virginia Humanities Council, represented at the ceremony by Mark Paine. 

Additionally, the top honors writer in each level received a $50 gift card, compliments of Target Stores. Judges for The Center for the Book in the Library of Congress selected six (6) National Winners (2 per Level of Competition) and twelve (12) National Honorable Mention Winners (4 per Level of Competition) from each participating state’s Top Honors. The National Winners will receive a $500 Target GiftCard, plus each will win a $10,000 LAL Reading Promotion Grant for their community or school library so that others can experience personal relationships with authors and the stories they tell. The National Honorable Mention Winners will each receive a $100 Target GiftCard and a $1,000 LAL Reading Promotion Grant for the community or school library of their choice. Community or school library selected for the National Winners and National Honorable Mention Winners is at the Sponsor’s sole discretion. For additional information and a complete list of West Virginia finalists, please contact Lori Smuthkochorn at lori.l.smuthkochorn@wv.gov. 
About Target 

Minneapolis-based Target serves guests at 1,591 stores in 47 states nationwide by delivering today’s best retail trends at affordable prices. Target (NYSE:TGT) gives more than $3 million a week to its local communities through grants and special programs. Since opening its first store in 1962, Target has partnered with nonprofit organizations, guests and team members to help meet community needs.

About the West Virginia Center for the Book www.wvcenterforthebook.lib.wv.us
Established in 2001 as an affiliate of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, the West Virginia Center for the Book celebrates the rich literary heritage of West Virginia through its projects and programs. It is hosted by the West Virginia Library Commission in partnership with the West Virginia Humanities Council and is located in Charleston, West Virginia. 
For additional information about the program in West Virginia, contact WVCFTB Coordinator Karen Goff at 304-558-3978.

About the West Virginia Library Commission  http://librarycommission.lib.wv.us
The mission of the West Virginia Library Commission is to promote, assist, and support the development of effective and efficient library services that ensure all citizens in the state access to the highest quality library services and information resources to meet their needs. 
For further information, please contact: Karen Goff, Library Development/Communications Director at the West Virginia Library Commission, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston, 1.800.642.9021 option #2 or 304.558.3978. 
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